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GOVERNANCE 

Social Entrepreneurship 

Recently, the Confederation of Indian Industry (Southern Region) has announced a competition on social 

entrepreneurship. 

The competition is for existing early stage social enterprises and students with entrepreneurial ideas that 

are socially focused and with significant social impact. 

The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) works to create and sustain an environment conducive to the 

development of India, partnering industry, Government and civil society, through advisory and consultative 

processes. It is a non-government, not-for-profit, industry-led and industry-managed organization. 

Key Points 

Social Entrepreneurship (Meaning): 

 It is a construct that blends the idea of a commercial enterprise with the tenets of a charitable 

nonprofit organization. 

 It is about creating business models revolving around low-cost products and services to resolve 

social inequities. 

 It helps to succeed in economic initiatives, and all the investment focuses on the social and 

environmental mission. 

 Social entrepreneurs are also called social innovators. They are the agents of change and create 

significant change using innovative ideas. They identify the problems and build the difference 

by their plan. 

 Social entrepreneurship is a growing trend alongside socially responsible (SRI) and ESG 

(Environmental, Social and Governance) investing. 

 Examples of social entrepreneurship include educational programs, providing banking services 

in underserved areas and helping children orphaned by epidemic disease. 

Need in India: 

 India needs numerous social entrepreneurs with innovative solutions to the society’s most 

pressing social problems in the areas of sanitation, education, water conservation, gender bias, 

primary health, female foeticide, carbon emissions and other environmental problems. These 

problems are persistent in nature and need urgent resolutions. 

Examples in India: 

 Pravah and ComMutiny: The two organizations that train the youth for leadership roles, Pravah 

and ComMutiny, have won the Social Entrepreneur of the Year (SEOY) 2020 award instituted 

by the Schwab Foundation and Jubilant Bhartia Foundation. 

 Established in 1993, Pravah has been facilitating the development of a generation of empathetic, 

sensitive youth change-makers in India through psycho-social interventions, helping them build 

more inclusive identities and societies. 

 ComMutiny which was formed in 2008, works on the idea of making collectives out of 

organizations like Pravah. 

 Dr. Govindappa Venkataswamy’s Aravind Eye Hospitals: Its business model is highly social, 

yet sustainable. It runs on its own revenue. The founder’s mission was to eradicate blindness 

amongst the poor in India, especially in rural India living with a minimum daily wage and who 

can’t afford medical treatment. 

Challenges: 
Business Plan: The rigor of building and following a plan that is based on market realities and customer 

insight is critical; social entrepreneurs need support of lawyers, chartered accountants, senior 

entrepreneurs to help them develop a good business plan. 

Limited to Specific Geographies: Due to lack of funds or the founders’ limited bandwidth. 

Suggestions: 

 The 2013 Companies Act in India which mandates companies to donate 2% of their average net 

profits to CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) has catalyzed investment in social ventures but 

to truly achieve benefits of scale, it needs to be done in a much more coordinated manner. 

 A big service that a venture philanthropy firm or an ecosystem player can provide social 

entrepreneurs is organizing the world of investors – by the size of the cheque they write, by the 

areas they focus on, their specific preferences and then most importantly by facilitating 

introductions to them. 

 An organization that has to scale effectively needs to have a deep bench of talent at all levels. 
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 Further, there is a need for ‘impact-measurement’. 
 All investors want to see outcomes but how does one measure them when cycle times of one’s 

intervention is much longer. 

 It can be objectively measured how many mid-day meals are provided to children in their school 

but it’s harder to determine the efficacy of a sports program instituted to build confidence 

amongst students. 

Related Initiatives: 

 The Securities and Exchange Board of India’s initiative to create a Social Stock Exchange (SSE) 

will boost social and & environmental impact investing in India by creating a new platform to 

fund social-sector organizations, and establish a standardized framework for measuring and 

reporting social impact for both donors and investors. 

 Gramin Vikas Trust (GVT) is a National Level Organization established in 1999 by Krishak 

Bharati Cooperative Limited (KRIBHCO) for bringing about a sustainable improvement in 

livelihood of the poor and marginalized communities, especially, the tribal population including 

women. 

 GVT sees social entrepreneurship as the process of bringing about social change on a major scale. 

Way Forward 

Social entrepreneurship has evolved over the years and has given innovative and profitable ideas that 

address social problems. With more ideas being incubated and funds flowing into social enterprise, the 

subcontinent, which already has successful examples such as Amul, Barefoot College, Grameen Bank, 

etc., has the ability to create many more socially relevant enterprises. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONSITY 

Coastal Radar Chain Network 

India’s efforts are in advanced stages to set up coastal radar stations in Maldives, Myanmar and 

Bangladesh. 

 The radar chain—which will link up with similar systems in India, Sri Lanka, Mauritius and 

Seychelles—will provide a comprehensive live feed of ship movements in the Indian Ocean 

Region that can be used by friendly navies. 

Key Points 

Coastal Radar Chain Network: 

 The aim is to create a network of information and maritime domain awareness in the strategic 

Indian Ocean Region. 

 This will also help in expanding India’s assistance for capacity building to Indian Ocean littoral 

states. 

 The assistance to these countries comes under India's programme called SAGAR - Security and 

Growth for All in the Region. 

 Under Phase-I of the coastal radar chain network, 46 coastal radar stations have been set up 

across the country’s coastline. 

 Under Phase-II of the project, which is currently underway, 38 static radar stations and four 

mobile radar stations are being set up by the Coast Guard and is in an advanced stage of 

completion. 

 The Indian Coast Guard is a multi-mission organization, conducting round-the-year real-life 

operations at sea. It operates under the Ministry of Defence. 

 The primary aim of surveillance radar design is to detect and track small fishing vessels for 

Coastal surveillance application. 

 However, the radar can also be directly used for VTS (Vessel Traffic management Services) 

application, harbor surveillance and navigational purposes. 

 It will also help in monitoring any illegal activities in the sea. 

 Ultimately, the data collected would feed into the Information Fusion Centre for the Indian 

Ocean Region (IFC-IOR). 

Information Fusion Centre for the Indian Ocean Region: 

 The IFC has been established at Gurugram and is collocated with the Information Management 

and Analysis Centre which is jointly administered by the Indian Navy and Indian Coast Guard. 

 The Indian Navy’s Information Management and Analysis Centre (IMAC), set up after the 26/11 

Mumbai terror attacks, is the nodal agency for maritime data fusion. 

 It will soon become a National Maritime Domain Awareness (NDMA) centre. 
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 IFC-IOR has established itself as the hub of maritime security information in the IOR through 

white shipping information exchange agreements with 21 countries and 20 maritime security 

centres. 

 White shipping information refers to exchange of relevant advance information on the identity 

and movement of commercial non-military merchant vehicles. 

Strategic Indian Ocean Region: 

 The Indian Ocean Region, in view of its strategic location as also being home to a vast majority 

of the world's population, can be considered as the economic highway that drives global 

commerce. 

 With over 75% of the world’s maritime trade and 50% of daily global oil consumption passing 

through the region; IOR is vital to world trade and the economic prosperity of many nations. 

 At any given time, there are close to 12,000 ships in the Indian Ocean Region and 300 fishing 

vessels that need to be always monitored. 

 The IOR is also a fragile environment, with threats such as maritime terrorism, piracy, human 

and contraband trafficking, illegal and unregulated fishing, arms running and poaching being 

prevalent. 

 Further, there has been a steady rise in the deployment of Chinese research vessels in the Indian 

Ocean Region. 

 Increasing presence of China in the Indian Ocean Region has been a strategic concern for India. 

Recent Related Initiatives: 

 The council of ministers of IORA (Indian Ocean Rim Association) countries met virtually in 

December 2020. IORA is an inter-governmental organisation, established in 1997. India is a 

member country. 

 The four-nation Malabar Exercise involving India, Australia, the USA and Japan was concluded 

and hosted in two phases by the Indian Navy in the Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea. 

 Earlier this year in March, India joined the Indian Ocean Commission (IOC) as Observer. The 

Commission is an important regional institution in Western/African Indian Ocean. 

Way Forward 

 The environmental threat to the marine ecosystem due to climate change and unprincipled 

depredation of marine resources threatens the very sustenance of some of the small island states 

in the Indian Ocean. India’s presence in the UN Security Council as a non-permanent member 

for the next two years and the Presidency of the G20 in 2023 will provide it with the opportunity 

to highlight the issues of these small island states at multilateral forums. 

 Maritime Diplomacy and ‘showing the flag’ forms an important part of regional capacity 

building. Bilateral and multilateral naval exercises, maritime information-sharing mechanisms, 

developing common standard operating protocols and showing the flag through the port visits 

are important foreign policy instruments. 

 Export of military hardware also constitutes an important aspect of economic and military 

diplomacy and contributes to regional capacity building. Presently India is exporting military 

hardware to many of its smaller neighbours but the recent transfer of a Kilo-class submarine to 

Myanmar was a new high and sent a distinct message to the region of the importance India 

attaches to regional capacity building and maritime security. 

                                            SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGYAND BIODIVERSITY 

Mutated Novel Coronavirus 

A mutated variant of the novel Coronavirus has been associated with recent infections in England. 

The virus has undergone several mutations since it first infected humans. 

Key Points 

The New Mutant Coronavirus: 

 The mutant virus has been identified as N501Y and is likely to be a mutation in the spike 

protein. 

 It is the coronavirus spike protein that binds to a human protein to initiate the process of 

infection. 

 Changes here could possibly affect how the virus behaves in terms of its ability to infect, or 

cause severe disease, or escape the immune response made by vaccines. 

 There has been a single nucleotide change in one portion of the spike protein, so there would be 

no bearing on the disease biology or even diagnostics. 
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Effect on Infection and Vaccination: 

 Several coronavirus vaccines are designed to create antibodies targeting the spike protein. 

 The vaccines target multiple regions on the spike, while a mutation refers to a change in a single 

point. If there is one mutation, it does not mean vaccines would not work. 

 All SARS-CoV-2 strains are genetically similar to one another, and scientists do not expect 

these mutations to have a significant impact on their ability to cause more severe disease than 

what has been observed so far. 

 Many mutations mean nothing at all, or at least are more successful for reasons not known. 

 For instance a different strain may be more transmissible, but cause less disease. 

 Researchers need to monitor the mutations as there is no evidence that the new strain in the UK 

is more transmissible or more severe/resistant to treatment or vaccination. 

 Mutant Variant in India: Researchers have not seen this variant in India. 

Earlier Mutation: 

 D614G Mutation: This particular mutation aided the virus in attaching more efficiently with the 

ACE2 receptor in the human host, thereby making it more successful in entering a human body 

than its predecessors. 

 D614G showed increased infectivity but it also displayed greater ability at attaching itself to the 

cell walls inside an individual’s nose and throat, increasing the viral load. 

Mutation 

 A mutation means a change in the genetic sequence of the virus. 

 In the case of SARS-CoV-2, which is an Ribonucleic acid (RNA) virus, a mutation means a 

change in the sequence in which its molecules are arranged. 

 SARS-CoV-2 is the virus that causes Covid-19. 

 RNA is an important biological macromolecule that is present in all biological cells. 

 Principally involved in the synthesis of proteins, carrying the messenger instructions from 

Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA), which itself contains the genetic instructions required for the 

development and maintenance of life. 

 DNA is an organic chemical that contains genetic information and instructions for protein 

synthesis. It is found in most cells of every organism. 

 A mutation in an RNA virus often happens when the virus makes a mistake while it is making 

copies of itself. 

 Only if the mutation results in a significant change in the protein structure can the course of a 

disease be altered. 

BIODIVERSITY & ENVIRONMENT 

NGT Panel for Protection of Mahanadi Floodplain 
Recently, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) has constituted a high level committee to identify 

floodplain zones of the Mahanadi. 

Mahanadi is Odisha’s largest river. 

Key Points 

Background: 

 In January 2020 Chief Minister of Odisha had announced that the 424 acres reclaimed from the 

river Mahanadi would be utilised to add ecological, recreational, sporting, cultural and 

technological value in the lives of the people of Cuttack. 

 A local citizen approached the NGT against the state government's plan alleging that illegal 

construction activities will adversely affect the river ecology and disturb the flow of Mahanadi 

river. 

NGT’s Order: 

The NGT has formed a panel of experts from the Central Water Commission, National Institute of 

Hydrology and state and central pollution control board for laying down norms to ensure that the 

riverfront development takes place without damage to the floodplains of the river. 

Legislation to Regulate the Flood Plains: 

 There is no central legislation to regulate the flood plains, except a 2016 notification issued by 

the Ministry of Water Resources, River Development, and Ganga Rejuvenation, with respect 

to Ganga river, under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, prohibiting any construction in 

the active floodplain area of river Ganga or its tributaries. 

However some states have laws to regulate the flood plains : 
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 Manipur Flood Zoning Act, 1978 

 Uttarakhand Flood Plain Zoning Act, 2012 

Floodplains 

 
 

 Floodplain is an area of low-lying ground adjacent to a river, formed mainly by flooding of 

rivers and deposition of sand sediments on the riverbanks. 

 These sandy floodplains are exceptional aquifers where any withdrawal is compensated by 

gravity flow from a large surrounding area. 

 Some floodplains such as those of Himalayan Rivers contain up to 20 times more water than 

the virgin flow in rivers in a year. 

 Since recharge is by rainfall and during late floods, the water quality is good. 

Mahanadi River 

 The Mahanadi River system is the third largest of peninsular India after Godavari and Krishna, 

and the largest river of Odisha state. 

 Source of origin of the Mahanadi river: It rises from a place near Sihawa in Bastar hills in the 

state of Chhattisgarh to the south of Amarkantak. 

Major Tributaries of the Mahanadi river 

 Seonath River 

 Hasdeo River 

 Mand River 

 Ib River 

 Jonking River 

 Tel River 

The Basin of the Mahanadi river: 

 The catchment area of the river extends to Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Jharkhand 

and Maharashtra. 

 Its basin is bounded by the Central India hills on the north, by the Eastern Ghats on the south 

and east and by the Maikala range on the west. 

IMPORTANT FACTS FOR PRELIM  

Monkey Rehabilitation Centre 

A rescue and rehabilitation centre for monkeys(Primate) was opened recently in Telangana. 

Key Points 

 A primate is any mammal of the group that includes lemurs, lorises, tarsiers, monkeys, apes, 

and humans. 

 It is the second such facility for the primates in the country. The other such facility in the 

country is in Himachal Pradesh. 

 Previously the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change had declared Monkeys 

(Rhesus Macaque) as ‘vermin’ in Himachal Pradesh. 

 It allowed local authorities to cull this animal in certain identified non-forest areas in Shimla 

for one year. 

 The state government reported harm to life and property including large-scale destruction of 

agriculture due to the overpopulation of this species outside forests. 

 Rhesus Macaque monkeys are protected species under Schedule II of the Wildlife (Protection) 

Act, 1972. The law allows for it to be hunted by declaring it ‘vermin’ for a specific period if it 

poses a danger to human life or property. 
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Vermin Animal 

 As per Section 62 of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, states can send a list of wild animals to 

the Centre requesting it to declare them vermin for selective slaughter. 

 Wildlife laws divide species into ‘schedules’ ranked from I to V. Schedule I members are the 

best protected, in theory, with severe punishments meted out to those who hunt them. 

 Wild boars, nilgai and rhesus monkeys are Schedule II and III members, it is also protected, 

but can be hunted under specific conditions. 

Goa Liberation Day 
The Prime Minister of India greeted the people of Goa on Goa Liberation Day, which falls on 19th 

December every year. 

Key Points 

 The day marks the occasion when the Indian armed forces freed Goa in 1961 from 450 years 

of Portuguese rule. 

 The Portuguese colonised several parts of India in 1510 but by the end of the 19th-century 

Portuguese colonies in India were limited to Goa, Daman, Diu, Dadra, Nagar Haveli and 

Anjediva Island (a part of Goa). 

 As India gained independence on 15th August, 1947, it requested the Portuguese to cede their 

territories but they refused. 

 The Goa liberation movement started off with small scale revolts, but reached its peak between 

1940 to 1960. 

 In 1961, after the failure of diplomatic efforts with Portuguese, the Indian Government 

launched Operation Vijay and annexed Daman and Diu and Goa with the Indian mainland on 

19th December. 

 On 30th May 1987, the territory was split and Goa was formed. Daman and Diu remained a 

Union Territory. 

 Hence, 30th May is celebrated as the Statehood Day of Goa. 

Goa 

 It is located on the southwestern coast of India within the region known as the Konkan, and 

geographically separated from the Deccan highlands by the Western Ghats. 

 Capital: Panji. 

 Official Language: Konkani. 

 Konkani is one of the 22 languages from the Eight Schedule. 

 It was added in the list along with Manipuri and Nepali by the 71st Amendment Act of 1992. 

 Borders: It is surrounded by Maharashtra to the north and Karnataka to the east and south, with 

the Arabian Sea forming its western coast. 

Geography: 

 The highest point of Goa is Sonsogor. 

 Goa's seven major rivers are the Zuari, Mandovi (also called Mhadei), Terekhol, Chapora, 

Galgibag, Kumbarjua canal, Talpona and the Sal. 

 Most of Goa's soil cover is made up of laterites. 

Wildlife Sanctuaries and National Parks: 

 Dr Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary 

 Mhadei Wildlife Sanctuary 

 Netravali Wildlife Sanctuary 

 Cotigao Wildlife Sanctuary 

 Bhagwan Mahaveer Sanctuary 

 Mollem National Park 

DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Qns  Autonomous bodies are very crucial to the government’s functioning. In the light of the 

statement critically discuss the role of Autonomous Bodies and their governance issues. (250 words) 

Ans:  

Autonomous Bodies are set up whenever it is felt that certain functions need to be discharged outside the 

governmental set up with some amount of independence and flexibility without day-to-day interference of 

the Governmental machinery. 
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 These are set up by the Ministries/Departments concerned with the subject matter and are funded 

through grants-in-aid, either fully or partially, depending on the extent which such institutes 

generate internal resources of their own. 

Role of Autonomous Bodies (ABs) 

 Autonomous bodies are a major stakeholder in the government’s functioning as they are engaged 

in diverse activities, ranging from formulating frameworks for policies, conducting research, and 

preserving the cultural heritage, etc. 

 The apex administrative body of ABs is called governing council or governing body and is chaired 

by the minister or the secretary of the respective ministry. 

 These Autonomous Bodies have specialised committees such as the purchase committee, works 

committee, finance committee, with nominated ministry officials. 

 ABs is set up by the government for a specific purpose and are independent in day-to-day 

functioning. 

Issues with Autonomous Bodies 

 Accountability: These bodies are funded by taxpayer’s money. However, there have been 

complaints that they don’t follow the policies of the government and are not accountable the way 

the government departments are. 

 Even though the senior ministry officials are required to attend ABs’ committee meetings, they 

mostly don’t due to their busy schedules. 

 Opaque Recruitment: ABs employ a considerable number of people. For example, the Indian 

Council of Agricultural Research, an Autonomous Body under the ministry of agriculture, has 

almost 17,000 employees. 

 However, unlike the government and the public sector undertakings, in which the recruitment 

rules are uniform and the recruitment is done by a centralised body such as SSC, UPSC, there is 

no such body for such recruitments. 

 Non-Adherence to Envisaged Goal: The boards have fallen into disuse and did not serve the 

purpose for which they were envisioned. 

 The boards were merely advisory in nature and failed to impact on influencing policy-making 

while they became vehicles of “political patronage” with the emergence of a ‘middleman culture’ 
that did not help the interests of weavers. 

 Non Uniform Auditing: There is no uniform audit procedure. Some ABs are audited by CAG 

whereas many are done by chartered accountants. 

Way Forward 

 Legal Framework: A legal framework should be devised which defines the boundaries of its 

working, its autonomy, and the various policies that it must follow. This will simultaneously help 

identify the numbers. 

 Comprehensive Review: Each ministry will need to undertake a comprehensive review of ABs 

under their jurisdiction. 

 ABs that have outlived the cause for which they were established may need to be closed or 

merged with a similar organisation or their memorandum altered as per the new charter. 

 A Pan India Recruitment Agency: To bring about uniformity in the policies, a task force needs to 

be set up under a pan-Indian agency such as SSC or UPSC. 

 It will streamline the recruitment rules, salary structure, allowance and perks paid to employees, 

and mode of recruitment. 

 Collaborated Approach: To ensure the participation of ministry officials, committee meetings of 

similar ABs should be held together so that the appropriate authorities could provide meaningful 

suggestions. 

 Uniform Independent Auditing: Audits of ABs should be undertaken by an independent agency. 

CAG had done an exhaustive performance audit of autonomous scientific bodies in 2016, 

highlighting the gaps in their performance. 

 Such a theme-based audit should be done for other ABs as well. 

Conclusion 
All these years on, these ABs have remained the one official forum however watered down, where the 

voices and views of different stakeholders could be expressed directly. There is an urgent need to define 

them properly, bring uniformity in their policies, facilitate senior officials’ attendance in their meetings, 

and seek independent audits. 
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DAILY QUIZ 

1. With reference to Mahanadi River, consider the following statements: 

1. It rises from a place in Madhya Pradesh to the south of Amarkantak. 

2. The catchment area of the river basin extends over Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Madhya Pradesh 

only. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
2. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Information Fusion Centre for the Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) will serve the countries 

that have White Shipping Information Exchange only. 

2. India has a signatory of the Trans Regional Maritime Network (T-RMN) agreement. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

3. Which of the following sports are included in Khelo India Youth Games? 

1. Gatka 

2. Kalaripayattu 

3. Thang-Ta 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. The State Government can declare animals as vermin under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

2. Rhesus Macaque monkeys are protected species under Schedule II of the Wildlife (Protection) 

Act, 1972. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

5. Consider the following statements: 

1. It is a construct that blends the idea of a commercial enterprise with the tenets of a charitable 

nonprofit organization. 

2. It is about creating business models to resolve social inequities. 

3. It helps to succeed in economic initiatives by investments focusing on the social and 

environmental missions. 

The above statements most appropriately explains which of the following concepts? 

a) Social Entrepreneurship 

b) Compassionate Capitalism 

c) Social capital 

d) None of the above 


